
Dr.Alok Kumar                                           B.A.Part-1  

                                                                       (Subsi.) 

Theories of Population 

(5) Population not related to Food Supply but to 

Total Wealth: The Malthusian theory rests on a 

weak relationship between population and food 

supply. In fact, the right relationship is between 

population and total wealth of the country. This is 

the basis of the optimum theory of population. The 

argument is that if a country is rich materially and 

even if it does not produce enough food for its 

population, it can feed the people well by importing 

food stuffs in exchange for its products or money. 

The classic example is of Great Britain which 

imports almost all its food requirements from 

Holland, Denmark, Belgium and Argentina because 

it concentrates more on the production of wealth 

rather than on food products. Thus the very basis of 

the Malthusian doctrine has been proved wrong. 

(6) Increase in Population the Result of declining 

Death Rate: 

The Malthusian theory is one sided. It takes the 

increase in population as the result of a rising birth 



rate, whereas population has grown considerably the 

world over due to a decline in death rate. Malthus 

could not foresee the marvellous advancements in 

the field of medical sciences which have controlled 

fatal diseases and made human life longer. This has 

been particularly so in underdeveloped countries like 

India where the Malthusian theory is said operate. 

(7) Empirical Evidence proves this Theory 

Wrong: 

Empirically, it has been proved by demographists 

that population growth is a function of the level of 

per capita income. When per capita income increases 

rapidly, it lowers the fertility rate and the rate of 

population growth declines. Dumont’s “social 

capillarity thesis” has proved that with the increase 

in per capita incomes, the desire to have more 

children to supplement parental incomes declines. 

When people are accustomed to a high standard of 

living, it becomes a costly affair to rear a large 

family. Population tends to become stationary 

because people refuse to lower their standard of 

living. This has actually happened in the case of 

Japan, France and other western countries. 


